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might amount, counting large and small, to fifty or sixty,
to load and wait for each other, then sail all together; and
that, for greater safety, the merchants should send three
or four armed ships to accompany them to the great Canary
island, because that far, on the way out, is the great danger;
and thus through this wise order the French ceased taking
so many ships. But as to the evil caused to the inhabitants
of the Indies, it was some Spaniards, practised in that navi-
gation, who led the enemy there, either through malignity,
or envy, or spite, for some injury inflicted on them. So
that the French also became as familiar with those waters as
the Spaniards themselves; and although in the beginning
they restricted themselves to the vicinity of the Ida Espa-
nola, and San Giovanni di Porto Rico; yet when those dis-
tricts ceased to yield the rich prizes that they had been
accustomed to, they frequented more of the islands, and
even some of the provinces on the mainland, where they
took and pillaged the following towns inhabited by Span-
iards : Porto dell9 Argento, Azua,, Laiaquanna, and La
Maquanna, capturing many ships there; and they would
have done the same to San Domingo, but that it has a for-
tress on the bank of the river, remarkably well provided
with excellent brass guns, so that they had not the daring to
attack it, notwithstanding the threats of some of their cap-
tains. Meanwhile the Spaniards fearing lest the French
should come in on some other side, the town being without
walls, they kept good watch during war. And when I lived
there, it was said, as if for certain, that they would surround
it either with earth or brickwork; but this was rather from,
their fear of the outlaws than of the French.1
1 St. Domingo (Isabella) was the first European city built in the New
World, having been founded in 1502 ; and though fallen from its palmy
state, it is still an important place, containing spacious edifices of which
even Spain need not be ashamed; and it was very judiciously fortified.
The exasperation of Cromwell at the miserable failure of Penn and
Venablcs before this place, will be remembered ; when the adjutant*